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SUPPORT  FOR  OUR  V/OR?vING  HYPOTHESIS 


Some  time  ago  at  a  special  meeting  of  Committee  members  it  was  decided  that 
we  should  adopt  a  working  h;i'pothe3is  as  a  basis  for  our  future  research  programme. 
After  careful  considei'ation  of  the  opposing  hypotheses  v/hich  attempted  tb  account 
for  the  varied  phenomena  reported  and  indiscriminately  catalogued  under  the  UFO 
umbrel].a  (  undoubtedly  there  is  more  than  one  agency  involved,  )  the  consensus  of 
opinion  was  most  strongly  in  favour  of  the  " eaiplanation'*  which  we  called  "advanced 
teclmologies."  This  term  vras  not  nev/  but  had  been  used  previously  in  his  varitings 
and  lectures  by  the  late  Dr,  James  E.  NdDonald,  Senior  Pl^sicist  and  Professor  of 
Atmospheric  Ph^-sics  at  the  University  of  Arizona,  U.3.A. 

Even  before  joining  the  Association  any  potential  member  confronted  with  the 
application  form,  has  the  opportunity  of  reeding  for  himself  that,  "  the  Association 
is  v/orking  on  the  theory  that  a  very  small  proportion  of  UFO  events  may  represent 
contact  v/ith  an  advanced  technology..."  To  this  is  added,  (  from  a  logical  stand¬ 
point  )  the  rider,  "  probably  of  extra-terrestrial  origin."  Contact  here  sliould 
of  course  be  taken  in  its  very  broadest  sense. 

Finally,  in  section  10,  Major  Theories  in  our  "  Guide  to  the  UFO  Phenomenon  " 
we  can  reed  briefly  something  of  the  alternative  "explanations"  suggested,  which 
apart  from  deliberate  hoaxes  and.  genuine  raisidentifications,  include  (  a  )  Proto- 
t^^pe  aircraft  and  missiles,  (  b  )  Psychological  Projections  and  (•  c  )  Material 
flying  machines  of  unknovm  origin.  It  is  the  author's  opinion  that  "  probably  _ 
not  more  that  about  5/^^  of  all  Ul^’O  sightings  fall  into  category  (  c  ) ,  but  these 
are  by  all  odds  the  most  fascinating  and  represent  the  core  of  the  UFO  mystery." 

Those  people  therefore  v/ho  feel  that  our  adopted  h^pjothesis  constitutes  the 
particular  UFC  phenomenon  which  they  are  interested  in  researching  (  and  perhaps 
endorse  that  often  quoted  "law"  of  Arthur  C.  Clarke  that,  "  a  sufficiently  advanced 
technology  would  be  indistinguishable  from  magic  ")will  hearten  to  the  following 
newspaper  report  from  the  U.S.A.  This  wan  brought  to  our  attention  tlirough  the 
pages  of  "  UFO  Potpo'arri  "  a  non  scheduled  magazine  for  exchange  only  produced  by 
John  F.  Schuessler,  an  Aerospace  Engineer  and  Deputy  Director  of.  Midvrest  UFO  Net¬ 
work,  Inco,  U.S.A.  I  ^vill  make  no  apologies  for  the  fact  that  the  report  is  it-^ 
self  twelve  months  old  aiid  that  it  describes  an  event  v/hich  took  place  even  earlier 
-  in  June,  19701 

The  REGISTER  Thursday  (m)  December  7}  1972  Santa  Ana,  California 

"  HrrSICIST  CITES  STARTLll'^G  UFO  K' JO RTS  BURIED  Ifj  MAX'/i'EIIi  AFB  FILES  " 

By  Robert  B.  Klinn  and  David  Branch 

Los  Angeles  -  Monda;^'  v/e  heard  a  just-released,  two-hour  recording  of  an  unpublicized 
UFO  briefing  by  internationally  famous  physicist  Dr.  James  E.  McDonald  before  a 
small  rrroup  of  Institute  of  Electrical  and  Electronics  Engineers  (  IEEE  )  gathered 
at  Santa  Monica's  Miramar  Hotel,  June  9,  1970.  Taped  a  few  months  before  Ms  un¬ 
timely  death  and  two  days  after  he  had  returned  from  two  weeks  of  digging  into  the 
UF'O  files  at  Maxwell  Air  Force  Base,  Montgomery,  Ala.,  McDonald  told  the  scientists; 

"  As  one  v/ho's  spent  four  years  on  the  UFO  problem  and  who  has  interviewed  500  or  600 
witnesses,  I  don't  see  yet  any  alternative  that  makes  much  sense,  alternative  to  the 
extrar-terrestrial  hypothesis.  " 


I'oDonald  whp  the  senior  phyaioj^t  'it  i,!ie  Institute  for  Atmospheric  Plvsics 
at  the  Univerr-jLcy  of  .Ar-isona  rat  Tucson.  In  1970,  after  the  3cience  I’oi.'n'lation 
had  okayed  the  Condon  Report,  the  Air  force  decided  they  v/aj-ited  to  destroy  all 
their  UI’'0  records.  Dr.  T.'cDonald  had  Iiooes  of  prosci’'v'inr:  the  records  and  rettine 
tJiem  into  the  Nation''*!  A'chives.  ^ 


I  certainly  assure  you  tl'.at  the  records  that  some  ot‘  us  'vvere  concerned 
about  are  still  ali've  v/ell  am  nestled  deep  in  the  a.rchi'ves  at  the  Ilnstorical 
Division  at  ti'axwell  Airforce  Base  at  Ilontyoiner^'.  But  it’s  considerably  harder 
to  get  at  the  Pluebook  files  since  Bluebock  v/as  terminated.  I  spent  a  number  of 
days  at  Y/right-Patters on  loo]:inr  over  the-  Air  force  TR^’C  files  ivhen  Bluebocl;  v^pjs 
an  active  project  end  v.hen  it  v,-:is  housed  in  a  TCP'  s'':CRBT  building  at  328  foreign 
Techno.!  o.gy  Division  up  -.-t  ’.Yright-Patterson.  Ihit  m'v;  that  Biucbock  is  defunct  os 
a  response  to  Dr.  Condon's  recommendations ,  it's  rather  difficult.  "  I  looked 
at  about  400  canes  r/hile  I  v/as  at  ■'a::c  'ell  Air  fc'-rjo  BpsCj  rmd  the  numbe-r  of  really 
sign.ificant  cases  tha-’.  to  my  ]:nov.ae']ge  u.rho.ly  v/ho  h'ls  ever  follo-e'd  the  UK  problem 
has  ever  hcai'd  of  before  -  above  'all,  thn  radar  cases,  oases  of  objects  exliibiting 
performance  cliaract'jri.- '  icr.  that  are  not  in  anybody’s  aeronautical  engineering  book 
-  are  yery,  very  imp-ressive.  'Vo* re  dealing  In  the  IR’O  pi'hencrnenon  v.it’n  p)henomenology 
that  suggests  a  teclmology.  liem  that  I  vrouldn't  v/ant  to  back  off  on  at  all. 

It  suggests  technology  -  rnanufa.Gtrxed  products.  It  doesn't  at  all  suggest  emorphoua 
plasriioids  or  atmospheric  oijtic/il  effects.  It  doesn't  loo]c  at  all  like  ary  geo- 
as tronomical  phenomenon , 


You  deal  vd.t.h  oars  being  stoppea  -  such  as  the  impressive  •'•/itnesa  in  Ilcvcmber  196 
driving  along  a  I'iighv/oy  at  night,  if--  ca-iri'e  to  a  turn,  saw  a  glowing  object,  and  his 
car  was  pulled  to  a  halt.  And  doue;i3  of  such  cases  have  oocur'»'ed  over  the  years. 

These  cases  involve  objects  fre'.iuciitly  vrfiich.  •  ,  close  enough  that  the  vltnesses 
describe  a  st.ructui'ed,  solid-look.iiig  object  of  configuration  that  just  is  hai’d  to 
t.9g  ¥dth  anything  except  some  work  like  'craft,'  It's  not  a  blob  of  light  and  air. 

It  suggests  a  product  of  technology.  You  con  sneer  at  what  some  lady  savj-  bellnd  the 
bam,  but  ivhen  you  l,ooic  at  no't  one  or  tv.'o  but  doaens  of  hj'personic  radar  ti’achs 
with  shacpp-angle  turns  and  sudden  oli.mb-outs  from  10,000  at  tlie  top  of  the  redan 
beam  in  about  tv/o  sv/eeps,  the  picture  is  going  to  look  a  little  different. 


Give  me  five  hours  ana  I  vlll  fill  five  hours  with  personally-checked  cases 
of  close-r.ange  sightings  of  structured  objects.  These  are  not  ball  lightning. 

These  dre  not  meteors.  These  are  not  ihossian  devices.  These  are  not  Anerican  de- 
■vices,  because  the  same  things  were  hapipening  back  in  1947.  These  ai’e  technological, 
these  are  structures,  manufactured  devices,  seen  at  very  close  range.  V/hat  I  report 
to  you  most  recently  from  iraxwell  Air  Perce  Base  v/here  the  files  ;rre  alive  and  w.'ell 
is  that  down  there  in  those  files  ai'e  more  darn  radar  cases  -  Navy,  i*''arinc  Corps, 
flrny  aid  Air  Force  -  than  an;^’'  of  us  have  ever  susiiected.  N.aybe  the  jiir  Force  felt, 

"  Naybe  we  con  get  a  hunk  of  the  teclmology  ourselves  .arn  use  it  bo  fnilitary  advan¬ 
tage."  Think  hard  about  that  av'hile.  If  ttiey  did  tliat,  they  did  it  at  least  15 
ycar-s  ago  bcfoi-e  the  Robertson  panel  of  1953- 


Blueboch  is  a  shambles  of  procedure  -  incoi.-rpetence  of  egregious  sort,  overlaid 
with  PR.  For  23  years  -  abo'f  :•  all,  the  repetitive  assurances,  above  all  the  assur¬ 
ances  that  the  Air  Force  •■mr  .  :ally  lociiing  at  the  problem  carefully,  that  they 
were  really  putting  scienti  j  colibei'  on  the  that  they  were  really  getting 

the  best  available  scientif'  competence  on  the  problera  -  is  vdiat  kept  it  under 
the  rug.  But  you  don't  have  to  spen'i  many  hours  locking  at  the  Bluebook  files  if 
you  know  anything  about  ' th?  problem.  Quite  the  opiposite:  invent  a  hypothesis  to 
account  for  it.  But  there  it  is  st^’ing  ’'ou  in  tlie  face  cane  after  case,  year 
after  year,  different  personnel,  Except  for  a  brief  period  in  1952  or'53  there  has 
been  alruos-t  no  competence  put  on  the  problem.  And  that  would  be  all  riglit  if  only 
the  Aj.r  Force  hadn't  told  the  public  and  the  scientific  coranimity  that  they  w?re 
putting  scientific  talent  on  the  problem.  If  only  it  h.'id  been  recognised  that  be¬ 
cause  there  v/as  no  hostili'by  they  v/eren't  really  rising  to  the  challenge  -if  onPy 
it  had  been  recognised  that  all  that  tallc  about  scientific  investigation  vats  non¬ 
sense  -  then  sancthlng  might  have  changed.  But  it  hasn't.  And  along  came  the 
Condon  pirojcct,  a/id  lo  and  behold  ^  almost  the  same  thing  happened  all  over  again. 


But  the  stroia£^e3t  argument  to  suppoi’t  a  cover-up  hypothesis,  McDonald  adds, 
is:  "  They  can't  he  that  stupid.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  believe  all  those 
errors  -  the  inep)tness  of  the  oipjlrmations. 

The  UFO  problem  is  indeed  still  ’jjisolved.  T)-ic  mystery  of  what  is  involved 
is  every  bit  as  deep  as  ever,  and  the  scientific  clTallenge  is  as  intriguing,  as 
strong,  as  it  v^as  back  in  1%-7.  At  my  first  visit  to  Wright-Patterson,  two  or 
tluree  days  with  the  Bluebook  files  and  I  v/as  Just  stunned  when  I  saw  the  files, 
and  stunned  a  day  or  two  later  visiting  wdth  the  Air  Force  consultant  -  who  had 
been  consultant  for  20  years  -  vdio  had  almost  no  knov/ledge  about  the  details  of 
the  UFO  phenomenon,  very  little  familiarity  vdth  things  like  propagation. 

And  it  came  over  me  very  quickly  that,  gee,  this  Tjroblem  is  not  v/hat  th^)se  of  us 
who  have  been  reading  the  nevrapapers  and  listening  to  the  Air  Force  really  thought 
it  was,  McDonald  told  the  scientists  that  he  discovered  at  Maxwell  Air  Force 
Bose  "a  whole  broad  category  of  'hidden  U1'’0  reports*  -  reports  that  have  never 
gotten  out  into  any  open  channels  and  which  in  fact  are  of  very  significant  scientific 
interest.  The  total  population  of  hidden  UFO  reports  is  a  pool  of  information  com¬ 
pletely  untapped  because  everybody  kno'ra  that  UI^Os  are  a  lot  of  nonsense.  Everybody 
knows  they  don't  exist.  Hence  time  goes  by,  and  we  laugh  the  problem  out  of  exist¬ 
ence,  The  number  of  visual  sightings,  say  from  Iowa  or  California  or  Maine  -  v/here 
the  observers  saw  objects  that,  say,  left  their  field  of  sight  in  three,  four  or 
five  seconds  -  is  a  very  large  number.  And  I  adways  wondered,  when  looking  over 
those  oases,  why  there  weren't  radar  exanples  of  tlie  same  sort  of  thing.  There  orel 
They're  down  in  the  files  -  explained  as  birds,  balloons,  malfunctions,  false  sig¬ 
nals,  propagation  -  absurd  explanations,  but  one  after  the  other  -  Just  under  the 
rug  and  forgotten." 

NATIONAL  I-NQUIRER  MARDS  ^5.000 

The  BUB'ORA  Journal,  Summer  *72,  Vol.3.  No. 7,  contained  a  short  article  and 
photograph  concerning  a  reword  offer  made  by  "  The  National  Enquirer" 

Florida,  U.S.A.  to  anyone  who  could  funiish  proof  that  "  a  Uk’O  came  from  outer 
space  and  is  not  a  natural  phenomenon,  "  The  panel  of 'Judges  including 
Dr,  J.  Allen  Hynek  recommended  that  an  additional  prize  of  ,{^5,000  be  offered  for 
"  best  evidence  short  of  conclusive  proof." 


Snow  covered  ring  photographed  one  month  after  a  bright 
"toad-stool"  shaped  object  had  taken  off  from  behind  a  bam  on 
the  Johnson  farm  near  Delphos,  Kansas  -  2nd  November,  1971. 

The  deadline  for  entries  was  originally  31st  December,  1972  but  this  has  been 
extended  to  1st  January,  1974.  In  the  meantime  according  to  the  A.P.R.O.  Bulletin, 
March-April  '73,  "  the  Durel  Jolu-son  family  of  Delphos,  Kansas  was  awarded  ^^5,000 
for  evidence  submitted  by  them.  On  2nd  November,  1571  a  toad-stool  shaped  object 


allepdly  hoverod  over  the  nroimd  near  the  Johnson  fanahouso  and  loft  a  laysterlous 
Clovan-  rina  in  the  soil.  Tl,e  Johnson  ease  was  one  of  more  than  1  OCO 
siade  for  the  ^50,000  award  and  althonoh  the  evlde.ioe  does  not  p“ove  In  out™ 
spaoe  oricm  It  was  established  that  it  was  not  a  nattral  phenomenon.  » 

^mbers  of  the  jud^ran-  pojiel  voted  that  the  Johnson  fajiiily  Tnerited  the 
^5, COG  and  called  their  ease  "  a  r.ia.ior  sojontific  nystexy  -  (he  wist 

h^flmg^  case  the  pajiel  encountered  in  a  full  .year  of  investigation.  "  Both 

visited  the  site  during;  investigations.  "  One  character¬ 
istic  of  tne  strange  ring  left  by  the  object  was  tiie  dry,  pov/dery  nature  of  the 
soil  more  t^  a  .after  jUie  incident!  The  soil  would  not  accept  water  nor 
could  anything  he _2rovai_  in  it.  Bainples  of  the^  soil  have  stuiT^jed  laboratory 
researchers  .aiid  tiny'  white  crystals  which  were  imbedded  in  the  soil  have  defied 

laboratory  ^.lysis.  Tests  are  .still  bein^  conducted  and  the  panel  vdll  report 
on  ary  turther  findings.  "  r 

BlT’OhA  HI-BBARCII 

In  BliFORil  Journal  Autumn  '72,  Vol,3.  Ko.u.,  under  the  heading  of 
BIT  ORA  RESEARCH,  1972  ”,  I  said  that  checks  v;ere  to  he  made  in  other  IB-’O 
sighting  recorxl.s  and  sources  e.g.  Flying  Saucer  Review  for  British  cases  .missing 
from  our  files.  I  also  stated  that  Bi.FCTbL  was  endeavouring  to  build  up  a  more 
oomplett.  pjotL.xe  of  Britiol,  1^0  activity.  Until  recently  very  little  in  practical 
terms  had  been  done  largely  due  to  other  more  pre.ssing  commitments  in  the  Research 
Section.  HovTCver  I  ai.n  now  very  glad  to  announce  that  serious  serious  consideration 
has  been  given  to  improving  tlie  quality  of  our  records,  by  kiss  Pat.  Hannaford  of 
the  Ecti.nburgh  L1''C  Research  Society. 

Project  Bool.:v;orxi 


Hidden  among  the  va.st  .and  ever-grovdng  literatiu-e  on  the  subject  of  UrCs  is 
a  large  but  indetemrAnate  mirnber  of  fascinating  sighting  reports.  Hot/  many  is 
anyone's  guess,  for  no  single  person  could  liavo  tir.ic  to  seoi’ch  them  all  out. 

But  if  Br'Xihi  is  to  justify  its  position  as  tlia  lca.ding  British  organisatioA  for 
investigation  and  research  into  the  UFO  phenomenon  it  cannot  afford  to  remsAn  in 
ignorailce  of  the  sigrAficant  UFC  history  of  Britain.  However  much  individual 
members  may  know  about  past  UFO  activity  in  their  local,  areas  or  the  conntig^  as 
a  whole,  if  BlJl’ORA  does  not  have  it  on  -'-cord  no  comparisons  vAl.l  be  possible 
and  research  will  be  vergg  difficult.  The  jigsaw  v.All  be  in  pieces  and  the  picture 
v/ill  never  be  seen. 

TI-lC  ideal  should  be  for  BfFCIbl  records  to  I-Luve  on  file  as  much  as  is  knovm 
of  Th‘0  activity  in  tlm.s  country.  Cnee  the  records  are  made  they  can  be  conpared 
analysed,  cross-checked  and  researched.  Tliey  wAli  be  available  for  individual  ’ 
members  and  other  interested  people  to  consult  and.  vUi  constitute  a  permanent 
record  for  the  interest,  amusement  and  pos.sible  edification  of  posterity. 

fJow  is  the  time  for  BUl'CRjl  to  pull  its  collective  finger  our  and  provide  its 
Kbj'Stem  vAth  something  to  chew  upon.  Of  course  current  sif^htinf's 

tune,  but  the  recoiA.  of  the  past  is  n.'oefiAly  incomplete. 
With  the  help  oi  its  members  the  situ.aticn  could  be  imoreved  dramatically,  start¬ 
ing  in  the  obvious  place,  vAtJi  a  se.arch  of  the  published  literature  to  collect 
those  sightings  that  BUFORjI  has  missed  out  over  the  years.  For  instance  a.n 
-A^^^tcan  mag3.3ine  gives  t'wo  landing  and  two  ranar— trao.king  reports  in  19^7 
which  BUFOPA  has  details  of  one  of  the  latter  only.  F.S.R.  contains 
British  reports  that  for  one  reason  or  auiother  never  reached  BUFORil  files. 

This  is  a  sad  state  of  af’fairs,  but  it  can  be  rej.ied'ied  vAth  g'^our  help.  With  enough 
people  working  on  it  we  should  soon  be  a.ole  to  cover  the  relevant  literature, 
collecting  details  oi  British  sightings  in  BUJr'OItA's  recoils  system.  Once  there 
they  can  be  analysed  and  further  details  sought,  V/e  reqiAre  people  to  read  tl^ough 
UlT)  books,  periouicals  and  nev/sletters  and  send  \is  details  of  the  BiAtish  reports 
contained  in  them.  If  we  already  knov;  about  a  report  we  cfui  add  these  details  to 

the  file,  possibly  adding  to  our  infcr.r.ation  about  tlie  case  and  certainly  providing 
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•  Questionnaires,  invest  .'-Ration  forms,  stamped  addressed  envelopes,  board  with 

5.  Golourin5  materials  -  cra^^ons,  sketch  pad  and  pencil, 

6.  TJl’Q  shapes  chart,  and  chart  of  common  misidentifications. 

Note  -  these  should  not  be  used  too  early  in  the  investigation  as  they  could 
"lead"  the  witness.  Use  preferably  after  full  statement  has  been  obtained. 

7a«  Colour  chart.  Munsell  Rock  Colour  Chart  by  Geological  Society  of  Jtaerica 
gives  an  unambiguous  scientific  description  of  coloiur.  Used  in  conjvinction 
vdth  5«  hut  perhaps  again  after  full  statement  obtained, 

7h,  Ishlhara  Colour  Blindness  Cards  -  in  order  that  descriptions  of  colour  may 
be  more  significant.  The  test  is  quick  and  simple,  ajid  would  be  perfornied 
before  the  use  of  5  7a, 

6.  Field  Investigators  handbook  -  to  contain  guidance  on  procedvires,  use  of 

equipment,  and.  descriptions  of  commonly  mistaken  phenomena  including  item  6, 
To  be  produced  by  BUI''ORA. 

9.  ?.Taps  of  area  under  investigation. 

10.  Sraali.  hand  tox'ch  -  useful  in  the  field. 

11.  Philips  planisphere  -  useful  where  UJ'’0  seen  against  star  background. 

12.  Comparison  discs  or  coins  (  size  of  pin  head,  pea,  half  penny,  penny  etc.,) 
for  determining  angular  size  at  arm's  length. 

Clinometer,  or  simple  device  for  measuring  an,gulai'  elevation  of  UFO  e.g, 
protractor  fixed  v.dth  plumb-bob  fixed  to  sighting  ruler, 

14.  Compass  -  a  Brunton  compass/clinometer  with  spirit  level  as  used  by  field 
geologists  v/ould  cover  both  this  and  item  but  is  expensive  -  £10. 

A  Silva  compass  Vrdth  plastic  base  and  ari-ow  is  good  for  taking  bearings  and 
much  cheaper. 

Investigation  Field  Kit  B , 

This  kit  applies  to  those  oases  where  a  U1'’G  is  reported  to  liave  left  residual 
traces  at  ground  level.  Ideally  it  should  be  available  whenever  a  close  encounter 
is  noted,  even  if  the  v/itness  does  not  describe  ground  effects,  since  some  measur¬ 
able  traces  may  not  have  been  detected  by  the  senses.  Some  of  the  final  items  can 
only  be  properly  used  by  someone  v/ho  has  experience  of  handling  the  equipnicnt, 

1 .  Large  magnifying':  glass. 

2,  Scissors. 


3.  Penknife  with  accessories, 

4.  Brush  for  sanplir.g. 

5.  Ha.mmer .  for  small  rock  sampling,  mentioned  as  part  of  a  geologist's  kit,  and 
included  in  the  Condon  Report  kit. 

6 .  Sealed  containers,  bottles  ana  pilaistic  bags  for  samples,  v/ith  labels,  inc luding 
some  eiirtight  containers  for  air  and  otlier  gas  samples.  The  correct  marker 
v.dll  be  needed,  one  not  affected  by  rain, 

7.  '  Grid  materials,  e.g.  tent  pegs,  tv.dne,  plastic  “arden  name  st.d'es,  mallet. 

6.  Plaster  casting  r.aterial,  e.g.  Plaster  of  Paris,  containers,  flexible  frame  for 
border,  mixing  jug,  water. 


9. 


Lar^e  diejrieter  thermos  flag]:  for  volatile  residues  eto. 


10»  S^'irit  level  -  for  detenninir^j  ground  slope. 

11.  Twecsers  or  forceps  for  hajidlin^  sojiples. 

12.  Large  plastic  sheet  to  protect  the  site, 

13.  Gcager  counter,  unless  one  is  available  radiation  mtiy  be  present  but  undetected, 
and  indeed  some  oi  the  samples  talcen  may  be  liighly  radioactive,  a  situation  which 
ma^’’  occur  more  often  in  futui-e  if  we  can  get  investigators  to  sites  more  rapidly, 

l^f-.  Pocket  spectroscope,  or  a  number  of  diffraction  gratings. 

13.  '  'ague  t  ome  t  er . 

16«  Thermometer  -  perhaps  two  for  comparing  selected  area  temperatures, 

1 7.  30  metre  linen  tape, 

18.  Still  camex-a  and  attachments  (  including  filters,  polarising,  U.V.,  diffraction 
grating.  ) 

19.  Cine  camera  -  even  if  only  to  record  methods  of  field  work. 


Observer's  Kit. 


1 .  Still  Ccunera  and  Films.  (  Kit  B .  ) 

2,  Binoculars. 

3,  Sketch  pad  and  pencil.  (  Kit  A,  ) 

4.  Small,  hand  torch.  (  Kit  A.  ) 


6,  Compass .  (  Kit  A.  ) 

7,  Clinometer.  (  Kit  A.  ) 

8,  Cine  camera,  (  Kit  B.  ) 

In  conclusion  we  urge  all  members  vdio  ai'e  investigators  to  acquire  as  much  of 
the  basic  Kit  A  as  possible  for  it  is  tliis  equipment  which  will  find  most  use  in 
the  majority  of  c^ses. 

In  addition,  for  those  memliers  who  are  specifically  Interested  in  the  poss¬ 
ibilities  of  Ul’O  detection  and  observation  or  who  feel  it  is  advisable  to  carry 
around  with  them  equipment  for  observing  and  recording  ajiy  chance  UPC  event,  we 
recommend  that  besides  equipping  yourselves  v/ith  Kit  A,  you  acquire  those  items 
from  Kit  B.  which  Yri.ll  then  give  you  the  Observer's  Kit, 

Should  members  be  able  to  build  up  Kit  B  this  would  be  all  to  their  good  and 
BUl'OR/i's.  However  Kit  B  is  a  specialist  kit,  -iviiich  would  be  available  to  experienced 
investigators  and  a  number  of  these  could,  for  instance,  be  stationed  at  key  positions 
throughout  the  country,  say  at  the  homes  of  the  Regional  Coordinators,  ready  for  use 
when  required  in  a  specific  investigation, 

Charles  P.  Lockvrood 
Projects  Officer 


3.  philips  Planisphere.  (  Kit  A.  ) 


BUFORA  STAFT^S.  BRANCH  .U'iNOUHCIl.u.im 

The  Staffs.  Branch  is  coop- 
erat.ing  in  the  organisation  of  an 
investigation  network  for  area  JO 
i,e.  Staffordshire,  DerbysMre, 
and  Shropshire  see  map  in 
BUE’ORA  Journal  Vol.  3.  No,  10  - 
Spring  1973.  V/ill  all  recognised 
investigators  or  individuals 
interested  in  doing  this  work  con¬ 
tact  Mr,  Derek  Janes,  R.I.C., 

7  Queen  Street,  Porthill,  Newcastle, 
Staffs.  ST3  8QJ.  Tel.  078^563625. 

Pail.  Gregory 
Secretrry. 


“ii" 

H10.IEGT  orj  VHIICIJ:  HIPCRTS .  32. 

Progress  is  being  made  slowly  but  steadily'  in  connection  with  our  current 
long  term  project  dealing  with,  motor  vehicle  interference  cases.  It  is  most 
encouraging  that  response  from  members  has  increased  and  the  32  team 

which  is  now  corr^slete,  comprises  the  f oiler, -dng : - 

jr.G.  Clinch,  G,  Eng,,  T.I.I.P.E.,  Aero  Engine  Service  Engineer, 

G.A.  Palla.  Specialising  in  vehicle  cases, 

A.P.  Hall.  Garage  mechanic, 

R.M.  Higgins,  B.Sc.,  T!,I.  Struct.E.,  J.l.ii.C.E,,  Consulting  Engineer, 

A. R.  Jones.  Test  Engineer  A,C.  Delco  Eiv.  of  Gen.  Motors, 

D,  Shelton,  Meclianical  Engineer, 

E. ’J.  Taylor.  Motor  Engineer. 

B. J.  \7ebb,  H.G.  Vehicle  Driving  Instructor, 

P.J.  Wood,  B.SCo,  Electronics  Technical  Director. 

Edinburgh  University  UEO  Research  Society, 

GjJ.R,  Strevens,  B.Sc,,  Electronics  Teclmici.an. 

In  addition  Arnold  V7est,  BUEOPA's  Treasiarer  has  kindly  ofl'ered  any  assistance 
he  can  give  from  his  many  years  of  practical  ewierience  with  the  eccentricities 
of  motor  vehicles.  As  we  progress  further  reports  will  appear  in  the  Bulletin. 

Charles  P„  Lockiivood 
Projects  Officer, 

liSTRQjNCT'T  SPivCEl^LIGHr 
Pioneer  1 0  arrives  at  Jupiter. 

As  we  have  feattu’ed  the  perilous  progress  of  the  Pioneer  10  deep  space  probe 
in  three  previous  issues  of  the  Journal  it  would  now  seem  appropriate  to  give  a 
brief  account  of  the  final  stage  and  objective  of  this  mission,  which  is  to  in¬ 
vestigate  the  giant  planet  Jux^iter  ajid  to  sample  the  environment  of  distant  inter¬ 
planetary  space. 

In  the  Spring  *7^  Journal  v/e  learned  of  the  successful  launch  of  Pioneer  10 
on  3rd  March,  1972  and  the  opening  of  a  new  i-)hase  of  ambitious  space  exploration. 
V/hat  v/as  interesting  then  and  infant  illustrated  in  tlie  Summer  Journal  of  the  same 
year,  was  the  g<'’d  plated  aluminiimi  plaque  and  brain  child  of  Dr.  Carl  Sagan  and 
Dr.  Prank  DraJee  depicting  oiur  humanoid  appearance,  oixr  location  in  the  local 
galaxy  and  something  of  our  teclmological  achievements.  If,  at  some  future  date 
long  after  Jupiter  encounter  v/hen  the  probe  has  left  our  solar  system  forever. 
Pioneer  is  intercepted  by  extraterrestrial  interstellar  travellers  given  they  exist, 
it  might  not  be  too  long  before  its  menufactureres  v/ere  paid  a  cursory  visit. 

The  chances  of  interception  are  of  course  extremely  slender. 

Just  before  noon  (  G.M.T.  )  on  3rd  December,  1973  Pioneer  10,  the  first  human 
eurtifact  to  fly  beyond  Mars  made  its  closest  approach  to  Jupiter  at  a  distance  in 
the  order  of  82,000  miles  and  less  than  one  diameter  of  the  giant  xjlanet.  It  now 
remains  to  be  seen  viiat  secrets  have  been  discovered  in  its  dense  gaseous  atmosphere 
or  from  its  powerful  magnetosphere.  Perhaps  the  T.V.  camera  v/ill  discover  the 
natiire  of  the  great  red  spot?  Jupiter  is  certainly  a  ny'stery  planet  v/hen  one  con¬ 
siders  tiiat  it  transmits  about  tv/ice  as  much  energy  as  it  receives  from  the  distant 
S’un, 


j'J-though  no  one  ocpectH  Pioneer  to  detect  luty  si^ns  of  life,  tViere  io  f,rov/infe 
conviction  amon,'^  American  soieiiticts  that  contrary  to  previoMS  opinions,  the  solar 
system’s  larges i-  rilanet  may  harTbonr  primitive  iiving  organis’io.  Scientists  in 
Californio,  have  discovez’ed  a  'baoteriimi  that  cm  v/ithstand  high  levels  of  aHrali'iity , 
just  lilce  the  conditions  they  helisve  exist  on  Jupiter,  Apparently  Jupiter's  n.t>- 
mospiiere  contains  hydrogen,  .runmoma,  carbon  dioxide  ano.  x^ossibly  water'.  Ai though 
basically  very  cold  (  about  ■-133'G  ),  because  the  plmet  seems  to  have  its  cvvTi  in¬ 
ternal  sources  of  heat,  some  areas  may  be  above  freezing  here  tlie 

scientists  believe,  that  the  life  could  exist  -  the  am’noni.a  ocnld  dissolve 

.in  the  vrater  forming  an  a]J:nl.ine  solu+ion. 


The  s<.enrch  for  ortra terrestrial  lif e  goes  on. 

During  .Tii1y  and  A'Jgust  this  year  tlie  Soviet  L'nion  launched  four  lumianned  sparse 
pirobes,  .all  of  v/hich  are  destined  for  the  rad  p’lanet  bars.  Scientists  be]  levs  that 
Mars  A,  b,  6  and  7  vdll  .attempt  soft  lendings  of  television  etuiixcaent  and  even  a 
wheeled  automatic  veiu-cle  cn  the  x'lm''t*2.  surface. 


To  a  i.arge  degree  both  the  7j'ifn'ic'’n  raid  Russian  sx:ace  exploration  xu’ograimr.cs 
have  been  geared  to  the  search  fee  extraterrestrial,  life.  Contra.ry  to  xri’'-vious 
ox'inloria  !laj.'s  now  seems  f.ar  i’rom  dead  c;eclogica].ly  .md  ax^xroers  to  be  going  tlirough 
a  stage  of  tectonic  activity  -  charges  in  the  structui'e  of  the  x^l’inet's  suTh'.ace  - 
which  octnirred  on  Earth  2.3  billion  j'c;urs  ago.  It  is  hoped  that  the  Russians  are 
more  successt'ul  wit,h  these  than  the  previous  attempts  and  that  nerd  ycor  TTars  also 
w’ill  give  uj'i  more  of  its  secrets  a:E.  tell  us  whether  life  exists  there  or  has  e.xisted 
in  the  T?ast, 


Itrobe  to  Venus  and 


On  3rd  ilovember,  1973  A-roerica  successfullg'  lannohed  or  .•Automatic  space  probe 
equipped  vdth  T.V.  co^ieras  to  the  iniaeiTnost  planet  ?. -.'rei.'.iy.  The  xirobe  vdll  pass 
by  the  mysterious  cloud  covered  Venus  and  swing  an  to  intercev^t  1  ercury  in  the 
Springy  It  ’„'ill  be  interesting  to  uiscevor  w’netiier  tlis  tinj-  plcuiet,  balccd  by 
intense  solar  radiation,  has  surface  feaburcs  v.hicb  so.-'.ie  ar.tronoi.icT3  have  suggested 
might  be  similar  to  those  oi'  our  Koon. 


COMET  KOHOUTEK 


(After  Christmas) 


The  diagram  .shoT/-s  the  x’osition 
of  Comet  Kohoutek  in  January  1974 
in  the  evening  sky  soon  after  sunset. 
The  Sun  is  about  10  belov'  the  horizon. 
The  optimum  viewing  date  is  around 
15Jh  January,  -"/hen  the  tail  raa;^’’  be 
20  in  length.  At  the  present  time 
(  early  December  ’73  )  ihe  comet  is 
]ow  in  the  eastern  sly  before  dar^vn 
and  as  the  month  progresses,  will 
become  extremely  difficult  to  observe 
due  to  its  closeness  to  the  Sun. 

BUPCRA  member,  Vtr,  M.P.  Pace  observed 
Kohoutek  at  the  end  of  November  using 
bj.n.OGular.s  and  reported  that  it  was 
fainter  than  predicted  and  had  a  short 
toil.  Another  member  Chris,  Hall  v^ho 
returned  recently  from  a  visit  to  the 
U.3.A.  related  that  astronomers  at 
the  Lorre  11  Observatory  in  Arizona 
thought  the  comet  to  be  splitting  into 
two  co-Tponents,  However  this  has  not 
been  confirmed  and  we  should  hopre- 
fully  have  a  good  view  of  it  in  nil 
January  ’74. 


-If,-. 
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POLLY  TOYNBEE,  Washington,  Tuesday  reports  on  the  mysterious 
case  of  two  Mississippi  fishermen  and  their  encounter  with  the  occupants 
of  an  Unidentified  Flying  Object 

Just  watch  this  space 


JUST  AFTER  dark  on  a 
quiet  Thursday  evening  two 
men  were  fishing  off  a  pier 
on  the  Pascagoula  River 
inside  Pascagoula  City  limits, 
Mississippi.  Calvin  Parker, 
aged  18,  and  Charles  Hickson, 
aged  4.5,  were  sitting  on  a 
ramp  in  an  old  shipyard,  just 
three  blocks  down  from  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  Then 
something  happened  to  them 
that  put  both  men  into  a 
"  near  state  of  shock  ”  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Sheriff. 

The  two  tnen  saw  a  space 
ship  "  oblong,  egg-shaped, 
kind  of  shaped  like  a  fish  ’’ 
come  into  land  over  the 
water  and  on  to  the  bank 
behind  them.  It  had  a  pulsat¬ 
ing  blue  light  on  it.  Two 
creatures  emerged  and 
drifted  across  to  them. 
Parker,  the  younger  man, 
fainted.  One  of  the  cTeaturcs 
made*  a  buzzing-  noise ;  the 
others  were  silent.  They  were 
wizened  and  wrinkled,  with 
pointed  ears,  crab  claws  for 
hands,  slits  for  eyes,  holes 
beneath  their  noses,  and  one 
leg. 

The  creatures  took  the  two 
men,  dragging  the  uncons¬ 
cious  Parker,  and  leading 
Hickson  with  a  firm  grip  oh 
his  forearm,  and  walked  with 
.  them  back  to  the  space  ship. 
On  board  they  felt  they  were 
being  given  some  kind  of 
medical  examination  by  a 
machine  but  they,  were  not 
harmed  in  any  way  and  they 
were  returned  to  the  pier. 

“  Ain't  no  use  reporting 
it.”  the  older  mar  said, 
no  one  won’t  believe  us 
anyhow."  And,  he  says,  he 
went  to  his  car  and  took  him¬ 
self  a  big  drink  to  soothe  his 
nerves.  However,  they 
changed  their  minds  and 
went  to  the  local  newspaper 
office,  the  Mississippi  Press 
Register.  But  there  wasn’t 
anyone  in.  so  they  went  to 
the  Sheriff's  office  instead. 

Sheriff  Fred  Diamond  was 
sceptical,  but  as  they  per¬ 
sisted  with  their  story,  he 
questioned  them  closely. 
Then  he  locked  them  alone  In 
a  bugged  cell  to  see  if  they 
Would  reveal  a  fraud  when 
left  to  themselves,  But 
Parker  fell  to  pra.ving  and 
Hickson  said  several  times ; 
"  1  never  saw  anything  like 
this  in  my  life  ”  Sheriff 
Fred  Diamond  was  convinced 
and  announced  ;  “  ff  those 
two  men  are  lyiiig,  they 
should  be  in  Hollywood.” 

Parker  and  Hickson  are 
refusing  to  speak  to  anyone 


although  they  did  grant  an 
interview  to  NBC  National 
News.  They  are  reported  to 
be  still  extremely  shocked  by 
their  experience. 

That  same  evening  UFO 
sightings  were  reported  from 
.several  places  near  Pasca¬ 
goula.  Larry  Booth  working 
in  a  Standard  Oil  service  sta¬ 
tion  out  on  the  US90, 
reported  that  night  to  the 
police  that  he  saw  a  UFO 
heading  ea-t  towards  Mobile 
with  a  flashihg  blue  light.  A 
weather-caster  in  a  nearby 
radio  station  reported  that 


They  were  wizened  and 
wrinkled,  with  pointed 
ears,  crab  claws  for 
hands,  slits  for  eyes, 
holes  beneath  their 
noses,  and  one  leg. 


his  radar  was  blacked  out  the 
\vhoTe  of  that  evening  by  a 
large  object. 

However,  Keesler  air  force 
base,  35  miles  away,  saw 
nothing  Unusual  on  their 
screens.  The  two  men  were 
sent  by  the  Sheriff  to  the 
base  to  be  checked  for  radia¬ 
tion  but  the  results  were 
negative. 

Investigators  fleW/  down  to 
Pascagoula  on  Saturday,  like 
papal  emissaries  to  '  verify  a 
sighting  of  the  Virgin.  And 
like  papal  investigators  they 
were  both  already  experts  in 
their  subjects.  UFOs,  Dr  Alan 
Hyffeck,  a  professpr  of 
astronomy  at  the  North 
Western  University  in  Chi¬ 
cago.  Air  Force  UFO 
■  researcher  in  the  60s,  and  Dr 


James  Hardef,  of  the  Aerial 
Phenomena  Research  Organi¬ 
sation  at  the  University  of 
California  are  convinced  that 
this  was  "  definitely  a 
non  ■  terrestial  occurrence. 

Dr  Hyitieck  says  r  “  These  men 
are  not  unbalanced.  They  arc 
not  crackpots.” 

The  two  scientists  have  not 
revealed  to  the  public  all  the 
details  of  the  happening  as 
told  to  them  at  length  by 
Parker  and  Hickson,  but  they 
announced  that  they  had  , hyp¬ 
notised  imth  men,  and  made 
them  re-iive  the  scene, 
moment  by  moment,  and  are 
entirely  convinced  by  their 
story. 

Pascagoula  is  a  .small  town, 
population  31,000.  “  So,  we 
never  did  have  this  much 
national  attention  focused 
on  us,’’  say.s  Anne  Avcnl. 
Executive  Dlrebtor  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 

"  even  though  we’re  an 
Important  ship-building  city 
for  the  Navy.  I  guess  this  l.s 
the  biggest  and  thq  strangest 
thing  ever  did  happen  in 
Pascagoula.” 

The  mayor  had,  escaped  his 
office  for  the  day,  and  was 
not  available  for  comment 
and  wa.s  passing  all  his  calls 
lo  the  Sheriff’s  office.  When 
you  call  City  Hall,  the 
operator  sa,vs  :  “  You  calling  ' 
for  this  UFO.”  Sheriff  Fred 
Diamond  has  received  over 
2,000  calls  from  all  over  the 
country,  “  and  I  hope  nothing 
like  this  ever  happens  again.” 
he  says. 

"  I  believe  w'hat  the  scien¬ 
tists  that  came  here  said.  1 
believe  there  are  unidentified, 
flying  objects  coming  here  lo 
earth  all  the  time.  I  think 
you’ll  find  most  everyone  in 
the  United  States  believes 
the  same  thing.  Now  if  you'll 
excuse  me.  my  other  phone’s 
ringing.”  , 

The  two  professors,  now  • 
returned  to  their  respective 
universities,  could  not  be 
reached  on  the  telephone,  a« 
they  were  attending  several 
consecutive  press  conference.s 
all  day. 

When  you  call  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Press  Register,  .they 
read  out  their  story  to  you  at 
break-neck  speed.  They  know  , 
it  off  by  heart,  they’ve  had  so 
many  calls.  “  Do  I  believe 
It  ?  ’’  said  the  reporter  on  the 
story.  ‘‘  Hell,  I  don’t  know 
But  I  can  tell  j>ou  this  one 
sells.  It’s  selling  us  out  down 
here,  and  it’ll  sell  your  news¬ 
paper  for  you  too,  shouldn’t . 
wonder."  I 
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